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Holes in the Board, the one having the red hot Iron in it, 
the other the Candle. 

Now if, of the refra&ed Rays of the Candle in the firft 
Cafe (Fig.25.) thole which diverge from each ocher, fo as 
to fall into each Eye, caufe the fame Senfations refpe&ive- 
ly, as the Rays which come from a red hoc Iron andthofe 
which come from a blue Candle ; it is evident that the 
Candle in the firft cafe affords red-making and blue-ma¬ 
king Rays after Refratftion, and that thole Rays are diffe¬ 
rently refrangible; the red b R (Fig. zj-) the leaft refran¬ 
gible, as declining lets from the Perpendicular to- w ; and 
the Purple as ^Pdecliningmoftfrom thefaidPerpendicular. 

The fame will (ceteris paribus) be found true in the in¬ 
termediate Rays; and to be certain that the Experiment is 
as I have related it, the Planes a. f and fd of the Barr 
may be covered with Paper. 


IV. An Account of what appear'd on opening the big- 
bell y’d Woman near Hainan in Shropfliire, 
who was fuppos’d to hare continued many Tears 
with Child. Communicated hy Dr. Hollings M.D. 
from Shrewsbury. 

A Marry’d Woman, near Human about Three Miles 
from Shrewsbury, about the 40 th Year of her Age, 
had then firft the common Reafons to believe Ihewas with 
Child : at the Time of her Account lhe had the ufual Signs 
of Labour, and a good MidWife, tho* miftaken, aftur’d 
her it was lo, but that the Child was fo big fhe could not 
be delivered without bringing it away in pieces. She not 
fubmitting to that, her Pains were foon off, and fhe cor> 
tinned without any other Diforders Nine Months longer, 
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when flie had again the Signs of Labour 5 and the fame 
Midwife afiur’d her as before, and Ihe perfifting in her 
former Refolution, her Pains, after a Day or two went 
off Soon after her Belly {well’d to a fitrprizing Size, by 
which Ihe got Subfiftance for her Family by being feen 
as a Shew. I law her fir ft above twenty Y ears fince, when 
her Belly was almoft even with her Chin, the Weight of 
it fo great, that lhe wasf oblig’d to fupport it with a Stool. 
She could not (land without the help of a Rope from the 
Cieling, which.aftifted her in changing her Poftureof fit« 
ting She flept commonly with hec Arms folded on her 
Belly, and her Bead refted between them She had no 
fwelling in her Legs .• every other Part emaciated as ufual 
in the like Cafes. Thus this poor Creature liv’d without 
any other confiderable Complaint above Thirty Years, 
the moil remarkable Circumftance, 1 think, in her Cafe. 
She died in May 171 ?, when this appear'd to be an Afches. 

I need not mention the State the common Teguments 
muft necefiarily be in from fo great a Diftention,which had 
diftorted many of her Ribs, and forc’d the Diaphragm fo 
high, thatit was furprizing to find her breathing could be 
fo long continu’d. The Water was all contained in the Du- 
plicature of the Peritoneum, 13 Gallons befides a Quart 
that was fpilt .* it was faltilb, with feme little fat upon 
it, and towards the latter Running ting’d with Blood as 
ufual. There was not any Water in the Cavity of the 
Abdomen, except what was contain’d in a kind of Bladder 
of the Shape I have fent, Fig.-\ r. which lay a *crofs the Fun¬ 
dus Uteri. This was divided by a Cartilaginous Subftancc 
into two Cavities; in one there was a Pint and a half, in 
the other three Parts of a Pint of Water, i believe it was 
this (1 know not how) impos’d on the Midwife. The Ute¬ 
rus was of the natural Size without any Alteration, except 
that the Os Tinea and Collum minus were fill’d with a gritty 
Subftance, hard as Stone, which I take to be the Humour 
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Separated there, and coagulated by Time. Mr. C 'coper 
Tab. i$. Fig. 4. (ays he found the fame Parts fill’d with a 
glutinous Matter, which he thinks is ufefal to prevent 
Abortion; which if vitiated, Impregnation is hinder’d. 

The Liver and other parts contain’d in the Abdomen , 
were forc’d into an incredible fmall Compafs (and by that 
Preflure a little chang’d in Shaped to perform their Office 
fb long; to which the Mufclesof the Abdomen, did ended 
fb as to be fcarce difcernible, could give but little, if 
any, Affiftance. 

The Awe that People have here for dead Bodies, tho’ 
never fo prejudicial to the Living, would not fuffer her 
Friends to let me make any farther Enquiry; fo that I can 
fend no Account of any other Part. The fame Error hin¬ 
dered me examining another Woman, who died here 
about a Week after, of an Afcites which (he had had Forty 
Years, any farther than to be fatisfied (lie had Seven Gal¬ 
lons of Water contain’d between the Dupiicatures of the 
Peritoneum, and none in the Cavity of the Abdomen. 


IV, Metbodus fingularis qua Solis War allaxis Jive di~ 
ftantia d Terra, ope Veneris intra Solem confpi- 
ciendiC, tuto determinari poterit: propojita coram 
Regia Societate ab Edm. Halleio J. U. D. ejuf- 
dem Sccietatis Secretario. 


P Lurima funt maxime quidem paradoxa, omnemque 
hdem apud vulgus fuperantia, quee tamen adhibi- 
cis Mathematicarum Sciendarum principiis levi negotio 
enodantur. Ac fane nullum prebiessa magis arduum ac 
difficile videbitur, quam eft Senis t Terra diftantiam vero 
proximam determinate; quod taa;ca ebteads sccuratis 

qui. 





















